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For more arts, books and culture
read PANORAMA inside today

BRIGHT: Artefacts, clockwise from left, an enamelled panel, worn on the chest as an amulet; a woman’s velvet belt with gilt bronze and carved coral buckle; a necklace using the legs and antennae of beetles; a man’s head ornament; a man’s waist belt and an initiated man’s pendant in the shape of a boar’s head.

Gem of a book
on ethnic art
By Diana Streak

Diamonds and gold are among today’s most
cherished materials for jewellery but the ageold proclivity for personal adornment and
human resourcefulness has led people to
fashion items from whatever comes to hand.
In her impressive book Ethnic Jewellery and
Adornment author Truus Daalder offers a
comprehensive look at the universal need
societies have to adorn themselves for various
reasons.
People use all manner of items to create
accessories for nearly every body part. Headgear, breastplates, necklaces, rings, brooches,
earrings and bracelets all feature in the book.
They may have been created to ward off evil
spirits, to symbolise status or just to look good.
The range of substances and objects used is
testament to human ingenuity.
There is silver, coral, copper, enamel and
amber. There are also shells, feathers, bone,
teeth and vividly coloured insects.
The book focuses on Oceania, Asia and parts
of the Middle East and Africa. It begins with a
section on Australian Aboriginal adornment,
much of which Daalder says has become
almost extinct.
‘‘A lot of it has disappeared, particularly in
the south-east,’’ she says. ‘‘Some of the most
beautiful pieces come from up north and
Arnhemland where there were lots of birds
and they use a lot of feathers which were
absolutely magnificent but which also made
them fragile.’’
Although most of the items in the Aboriginal
chapter and about half of the Oceania section
belong to the South Australian Museum,
Daalder and her husband, Joost, have a
collection of nearly 1000 items acquired over
three decades. These feature in the bulk of the
400-page book which has over 700 photographs taken by her son, Jeremy Daalder. ‘‘Our
collection and the museum’s collection complemented each other very well,’’ she says.
Given the range of countries from which
their collection comes, it’s surprising the
Daalders claim they are not good travellers
particularly to remote areas.

‘‘Most of the pieces come from the capitals
[of foreign cities] and the cities of the Western
world. But it is also true that a lot of the best
pieces have moved there and are no longer
available in the societies,’’ she says.
There are similar themes around the world.
‘‘It’s very much a family of man. One thing
that inspires people is fear. Amulets to ward
off evil seem to be pretty much everywhere.
For instance we have a Turkish belt shown in
the book and between the coral there is just
one blue stone and you think why? It’s to ward
off the evil eye, just that one blue touch to it,
and blue because that was unusual as most
people have dark eyes. But you find the same
thing in Tibet and in Morocco. Apart from
that, it is usually some kind of message sent to
the group; I am a Muslim or a Hindu, I am a
headhunter, I am a warrior, I am a bride.’’
Most of the items date from 1850 to 1950. In
several communities traditional customs were
abandoned and in some groups objects were
only made for one particular ceremony
(Aboriginal and much of New Guinea adornment). In other communities new jewellery
was made for every bride and older pieces
melted down (Middle East and India).
‘‘The perishable nature of much of the
adornment also contributed to the loss of
much older material. Amulets, for instance,
were so intensively worn that they fell apart or
got very damaged,’’ she says.
Choosing which thing of beauty should go
on the cover was a real challenge.
‘‘We thought it should be Aboriginal. There
is this wonderful hairpin with yellow feathers
which some people thought we should use.
But the trouble was that the pin would stick
right into the letters, so we had to have an
object that suited the page,’’ she says.
Pride of place went to a bark armband from
the Tiwi people of Melville Island.
Part of the motivation for the book was to
create a personal record, a way that the
Daalders could live with the objects most of
which are in storage. ‘‘Apart from that it’s for
people who have an interest in tribal art and
also as a reference book for modern jewellers
and designers who are inspired by it.’’

APRIL SALE

NOW ON!
NESPRESSO COFFEE MACHINE

$299

LIMITED
STOCK

• Aeroccino milk frother included
• Thermoblock heating element
• Available in black, red or silver

AFTER $50 CASHBACK
via redemption from Delonghi

YOU PAY $349 IN-STORE

500GB ELEMENTS PORTABLE HARD DRIVE

447 LITRE FROST FREE FRIDGE

HOT

PRICE
• Active smart system
• Adjustable glass shelves
• Humidity control system
• H: 169.5cm x W: 68cm x D: 70.8cm

$999

BLU-RAY PLAYER

PRICE
• Reliable add-on storage
• Compact design • USB powered

HOT
PRICE

PRICE
• Full high definition 1080p playback
• Ethernet connection for BD-Live content
• Quick start-up time
• Optical digital audio output

$139

5.1 CHANNEL HOME THEATRE

HOT

PRICE

$99

1.5TB ELEMENTS DESKTOP HARD DRIVE

HOT

HOT
• Reliable add-on storage
• Compact design • USB powered

EVERYTHING
IN-STORE
ON SALE^

$198

• 100 watts x5 plus subwoofer
• 1080p compatible HDMI switching
• Cinema DSP with 8 DSP programmes
• 4 scene buttons offering easy operation

$498

w

12.0 MEGAPIXEL DIGITAL CAMERA

Change of
Address

127cm INTEGRATED HIGH
DEFINITION PLASMA TELEVISION

HOT

Legal Aid ACT will close for
business at its offices at
4 Mort Street Civic and
18 Corinna Street Woden at
12 noon on Friday, April 23 and
will reopen at 2.00pm on
Tuesday, April 27 at

2 ALLSOP
STREET,
CANBERRA
CITY 2601

$198

1100 WATT MIDSIZE MICROWAVE OVEN

• 1366x768 pixel resolution
• 3x HDMI inputs • Razor frame design

The postal address (GPO Box 512,
Canberra City 2601) telephone
number (6243 3411) email address
(legalaid@legalaidACT.org.au)
and DX (DX 5638) are unchanged.

For general enquiries about the
relocation call (02) 6243 3475
10-04663/6

cooking and reheating

• Alarm/clock/timer function • Black finish

$299

$998

NOTEBOOK WITH INTEL® CORE i3
2.13GHz PROCESSOR

PRICE

(Near Childers Street corner)

PRICE

PRICE

HOT
• 320mm glass carousel turntable
• 4 One-touch instant action menus for

HOT

HOT

PRICE
• Extra large 7x optical zoom lens
• 28mm wide angle shooting • 3” LCD screen
• Lithium battery and charger
• Available in grey or silver

HANDHELD VACUUM WITH WHEELS

• 15.6” widescreen LCD • 4GB RAM
• 320GB hard drive • 512MB graphics
• DVD burner • N wireless
• Windows 7 Premium

$799
AFTER $49 CASHBACK
via redemption from Acer

YOU PAY $848 IN-STORE

• 70ml dust container • 12 volt
• Detachable charging unit

$79

NOTEBOOK WITH INTEL® CORE i5
2.26GHz PROCESSOR

HOT
Notebook bag

• Turbo boost to 2.53GHz • 4GB RAM
• 15.6” widescreen LCD • 320GB hard drive
• Up to 1.7GB Intel HD graphics
• DVD burner • Windows 7 Premium
®

PRICE

$949

YOUR LOCAL STORES
BELCONNEN

FYSHWICK

10-12 Cohen St
PH: 6253 5655

Shop 1/21 Barrier St
PH: 6228 1610

www.binglee.com.au
^ Excludes Miele. Offers apply only while stocks last. No other offers apply. Some illustrations may be representative only. BIN10557_04

