
The Body Adorned
Jewetry ond bodity adornment ore intrinsicolly sculpturol. The diversity, meaning, ond singulority of such

objects from oround the world speok to mony differing sociol, culturol, ond spiritual traditions.

ruus l)aalder's magnum opus
Ethnic Jeuellery and Adornmentr
is a handsome and scholarly book.
In this comprehensive survey
Daalder successfully marshals

an impressive body of knowledge about
the world's ethnic jewelry and adornment
traditions. Daalder's approach to her sub-

iect matter is comprehensive: she focuses
on the objects themselves, canvasses the
social histories and cultural mllieux in
which they are located, and, where rel-
evant, examines their political contexts.
Based on years of meticulous research, and
ranging over manlr differing objects, social
practices, and traditions, this beautiful and
ambitious book represents a substantial
achievement on the author's Part,

Husband Joost Daalder's skilfr-rl and
sensitive ecliting and son Jeremy's high
qr-rality photographs-of more than 500

items from the family's personal collection
of ethnic adornments-a1so play impor-
tant parts in the book's success. Daalder

Jr. brings to hls photographs the
connoisseur's feeling for the formal
presence of these extraordinary items.
These excellent photographs also
contribute to readers' understanding
that these objects are significant items,
the value of which transcends any
simple or'mere' ethnographic appeal.

Jelemy Daalder's superb photography
encollrages readers to appreciate
these treasures as not only having eth-
nographic significance but as having
some purchase within a'fine art' para-
digm. This enables readers to evalu-
ate each work's aesthetic qualities in
terms of contempofary artistic cfiteria.
An additional 200 high quality photo-
graphs of Australian Aboriginal and
Pacific Island pieces from the South
Australian Museum's collection ac-

companies and complements Jeremy
Daalder's photographs.

\While the author's passion for
her subject informs this book and lies

at its heart, Daalder also investigates
related questions. Included among
rhcce are questions concerning
who wears specific items of jerl'
elry and why, as well as how bodilY
adornment and decoration function
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as status markers in diverse cultural
groups, and/or can be indlcative of the
wearer's pLace in local social hierarchies.

In her Introduction, Daalder aiso

canvasses the subject of the affective

Warrior's helmet (te barantautil, Kiribati, Gilbert lslands
(Micronesia); 1gth century, skin of the porcupine fish, H: 34 cm,

W: 25 cm, SAM A6522; 'Old Collection' (before 1911).

potency that particular groups of people at-

tribute to the wearing of certain ornaments
and objects. Carefully distinguishing 'uni-
versal' magical thinking about the power of
jewelry and bodily adornments-it seems

that all cultural gror.rps tend towards such
thinking-from the highly specific beliefs
of certain cultural gror-lps, Daalder writes,
"Perhaps the most frequently recurring
themes are the fear of malevolent spirits
and misfortune, and the wlsh for fertility
and good 1uck. Possibiy the Chinese have
the most systematically organized set of
symbols to express wishes for a long 1ife,

happiness, marital harmony, the birth of
sons and many more of their greatest de-
sires. Fear of omni-present evil spirits and
danger is expressed in objects from New
Guinea and Borneo, but it is also present
in the blue beads on Central Asian orna-
ments, used to deflect the 'evi1 eye' (which
is blue), as well as in amulets worn in the
Middle East, India and Tibet. The expres-

sion may take a different shape, but the
emotions behind the pieces are uni-
versal..." (p 9). Thls human capacity
and indeed, predilection, for imbuing
specific inanimate objects, ornaments
or bodi11' adornments with a capacity
for generating good or ill is, it would
seem, a characteristic of homo sapi-
ens. At no point does Daalder make
the mistake ol distinguishing between
what were, up until recentlY, widelY
regarded as a 'primitive' and 'civilized'
belief systems.

The comprehensive coverage
provided by this book is reflected
in its detailed sections, dealing with
Aboriginal Australia; New Guinea;
Melanesia and Polynesia; Indonesia,
Malaysia, and the Philippines;
Southeast Asia, China, and Mongolia;
The Himalayas (Tibet; Ladakh;
Nepal; Bhutan); India; Central Asia
(The Turkomen; Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan; The Caucasus); Turkey
and Greece; as well as with The
Middle East and Africa. The items
under discussion lnclude headwear,
necklaces, earrings, armbands, belts,
carvings, personal items and charms
used for pLlrposes relating to sorcery,
as well as other three-dimensional
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Large necklace for girls of marriageable age worn at veryoldandtraditional carvingofa
Neliyear's festivities, Myanmar (Burma), Kachin State and mother and child; the mother wears

Thailand: Lisu people, eaily- to mid-2gth century, silver, H: a great variety of ornaments, as is

22.5 cm,W: 34.5 cm. customary among lndian women

teeth), this dead11' bonnet, uncler s'.hich a

sennit cap sras worn. gi./es the impression
"fighting was a very seriolls business on the

Gilbert Islands", as Daalcler Lrnclerstatedlv
comments. "The he/met", she continues,
"originally fbnned part of a thick plaited
coir suit of armor q,'hich w-as $i-orn 2IS

protection against the spears ancl claggers

fittec1 r'vith sharks'teeth slotted into grooves

r''hich rvere usecl as s'eapons of attack."
(.pp $2133-)

Male and also female headu'e.'rr

figured stlongly in the dress of thc
Indigenous Dayak people of Kalimantan
(Borneo) in Indonesia. D:rvaks' cloth hats

decoratecl with elaborate beacln'ork pat-

terns and hybricl clecorative elements (in

solTrc cascs, for example, bones carvecl

to look like the teeth of s'i1d anim:rls or
even sets of clar-s) are accessorles of real

visr-ral force ancl bear:t\r Renou,'necl for their
beadn'ork, the Dayak also created marvel-
ous shamans' chaplets often incorpor:rting
beacls. as well as beaded be1ts, necklaces,

and baby-carriers.

I n the section clevotecl to Southeast
I or'un re\clr\ :lnc J(lurnmcnl, tne
I ahre.tt end nl l! f l( e5 ul Ll \\ ltte r:lngc

I of minorirl grotrps lre crnr atse,l Tir
I tlroruughncrs ol D:ral.lcr'5 co\ crrgc

is to be applauclecl. Inclr-rcled among the

€jroups sur\reyed here are the Mien (Yau),

the Hmong (N{eo), rrariorts Karen sub-
groups including the Pdaung, and also
the Akha and the Lisu, The magnificent
silvel jeu,'elry created by the latter group
is particu1arl1, striking. The heavy silver
necklaces designed for Lisu girls of mar-
riageable age to \vear during New Yeal's

festivities in Kachrn State in Northern
My'.rnmar (Burma) and Thailand plovide an

excellent example of this group's tracliiion-
al practices. 'Worn in conjunction n'ith an

unclerbodice' itself wonclerfr'tl1)' decorated
rl'ith srnall buttons (.inter r,tlici), these are

silver necklaces flt fbr goddesses Placed
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on top of the heavier silver necklace r''as

another considerably lighter''over-necklace'
that $,-as in fhct fastened to the earlobes by
a hook hung around the neck (P 210).

Moving north to Inner Mongoli:r,
the women's fabulor-rs headn'-ear cannot
lail to itr-rpress. To provide but one exan-tp1e

from the many possible, the headbancl

worn by a malried woman of the Khorchin
Mongolians. in Inner Mongolia, China, in
the early 20th centuly, comprising recl

cotton cloth, coral beads, and turquoise
panels that have been sew-n onto the pad-

ded bancl, is captivating in its drar'-ing
po\\-cr. At one 1eve1, this object is qr-rite

minimalist. The sin-rplicity of the black
l-readpiece, designe d to be s'orn under the

heaclband, srts in wonderful contrast with
the jen-eled diadem that encircles it The

interlaced 'eternal knot' or 'endless knot'
of Tibetan (ancl Nlongollan) Br-rddhism is

clearly eviclent on at least one of the tur-
quoise plaques. The color contrasts also

contribute to this headdress being a truly
inspired and engaging example of wear-

able body art lr'1th universal appeal.

Nloving across to the sr-rbcontinent

of India. identifiable u'orks from another
of the rl''or'lc1's great cultures ladiate their'

unique explessive fblce. One I'er)' old,
tr..rditional ancl somewl-rat crude rtu'oodcn

calving of a woman lvhose chilc1 clings
onto her body reveals that the \\'oman is

n-earing a lJreat cleal of ierv'elry and many
otl.rer bodily aclornments. Of this signifi-
cant w-ork, nhich is part of the Daalder
family's extensive personal collection, the
allthor has this to say: "In this otherwise
simple representation the mother *'ears
a necklace with penclant, large ealrings,
bracelets on both the upper and lower
arms, ancl anklets. The only suggestion
that she wears clothes is a draped cloth
betr'r.-een her legs, but the carving shor-s

her jen'e1ry in considerable detail lndian
images and sculptures of gods and god-

clesses usually present the deities as very

Pairof exceptionallytall and heavy armbands, Gujarat;

first half of 2oth century, silver (the pair weighs 1400 g),

H: 17.5 cm, Diam: 8.6 cm.

lavishly adorned, and they provide a kincl
of history of jewelry in India. Photographs
of Indian s.omen also often shorl'' them
as 1itera1ly covered in ieu.'elry fiom l-reacl

to toe, lor toe rings and foot decoration
were commonly vn'orn." (p 309) \Xrith

these n-ords Truus Daalder sets the scene

for r-rnveiling a rich and varied tradition of
jewelry and bodily ornamentation, often
forged fiom gold, silver', and other beauti-
fu1 and precious materials. Works of Hindu
ancl Muslim pro\,€nance (and more) are

sholr.n in this section.
The section on India is particularly

strong; in it Daalder provides an excellent
account of the diversity of aclornment
practices across 21 wide range of distinctive,
largely rural cultures. From the northern
hill state of Nagaland q'here people in-
corporate ivory, boars' tllsks, and corv'ry

shells into their bodi11' adornments to the

Gujarat state $,'here the Gujalati love to
cover themselves more or less head to toe

n itlr chunLr silver tewelr). the fact thar

bodily :rdornments are important markers

of repJional identity and indicators of mi-
nority groups' social unity becomes clear.

People's bodies are in lact social produc-
tions, active producers ofvalue, rather than
merely passively expressing significance.
Nowhele is this more evident than in the
vestimentary codes that people adopt.
in which ien'e1ry and adornment clo not
play the purely seconclary role that 'com-
monsense thinking'might have us believe.

It is also apparent that al1 over the world
people are prepared to some degree or
other to 'suffer for beauty' rv'hen it comes

to bodily adornment. As Daalder notes, d
propos of the gorgeolls, though very long
and weighty silver Guiarat almbands, they
"would have been a pleasing addition to
any dowry, since together they weigh
1400 grams." This statement she qua1ifles,

in deadpan fashion, with the fbllowing
coda: "To wear them may have been less

pleasant" (p 31i).
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